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and we must admit that, whatever the original pur-
port of the name may have been, it had been accepted
as the name of a prophet before the conquest of
Persia by Alexander.

Was Zoroaster tlie Author of tine Avesta?

But granting that Zoroaster's name was known
at an early time, and certainly before the time of
Plato and Aristotle, it still remains to be proved
that in the Avesta3 as we now have it, we possess
his work. Tradition seems unanimous in ascribing
to Alexander the Great the complete destruction of
the ancient writings of Persia. Pliny tells us indeed
(Hist. Nat. xxx. 1, 2) that Hermippus, in the third
century B.C., had given an analysis of the books of
Zoroaster, amounting to 2,000,000 linos, but the Parsis
themselves, on the authority of the Dinkartf,1 ascribe
the first collection of what remained of their several
books, after their destruction by Alexander, to the
reign of the last Arsacide, possibly, as M. Darmosteter
conjectures, to Vologeses I, the contemporary of .Nero.
They tell us that the first Sassanian king, Ardashir
Babagan (Artakhshiri Papakan)2 A.I). 226-240, made
the Avesta the sacred book of Iran, and established
Mazdeism as the state religion, while they ascribe,
the last purification or redaction of the Avesta to
Adarbad Mahraspand under Shapur II (309-380).
Our oldest MS., however, of the Avesta (Copenhagen.

1  Darmesteter, I. c. p. xxxii. seq.

2  G-eschichte des ArtacksJd i Pdpakdn, aus dem Pelllevi iiborsotzt von
Th. Noldeke ; Gottingen, 1879.